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BY J O H N ROBERTS

ClOSe to 100 photographs decorate Harry

man to receive extra time on tests. His grades

students, he says. As for other aspects of the job

Shucker's office. They cover his bookshelves and

improved dramatically.

- well, there are some things he'll be just as glad

spill over onto his desk and furniture. With few

"Dr. Shucker was one of those at Furman

to leave behind.

exceptions, all are of students - some present,

who stepped in to save me," says the student,

As vice president for student services,

most past.

who is now completing a Ph.D. and plans to

Shucker has had his share of disciplinary con

be a college professor.

sultations, as might be expected when one is

Each snapshot has a story. Each represents
a relationship. Some date to 1968, when Shucker,

Shucker has helped to "save" plenty of

dealing daily with 2,600 18- to 22-year-olds.

a 1966 Furman graduate, joined the university's

Furman students during his years on the admin

staff as an admissions counselor.

istrative staff, the last 22 as vice president for

with personal problems, they often are invited

student services. But as of December 31, he'll

to his office for a talk. He has consoled the

Rummaging through a stack of correspon

When students run afoul of the rules or struggle

dence, Shucker pulls out a recent note from

clean out his desk, turn in the keys to his

distraught, counseled the disgruntled and calmed

a former student. After she had failed two classes

University Center office and hand the reins

(or attempted to calm) irate parents.

her first term, Shucker called her in for a meet

of the division to his replacement.

ing, helped her with her schedule and provided
encouragement and study tips. She began to

He'll miss the relationships he's built with

Not that his efforts have always been appre
ciated. In 1979, his office was fire-bombed. At
the time Shucker was head of residential living

make progress and eventually graduated with

and in charge of an investigation into a suspected

a 2.50 grade point average.

student drug ring. No one was injured in the

"I want you to know how much you helped
me," she wrote. "I truly know that I would not
have made it through Furman had it not been
for you."
Another student, who had struggled during
his two years at Furman, was thinking seriously

incident, but bullet-proof glass was soon installed
in his office windows.
Nor is Furman immune to the hazards and
pitfalls of daily life. Shucker has received his
share of late-night phone calls informing him
that a student had been arrested, involved in an

of transferring. Although intelligent, he had

accident or transported to the emergency room.

trouble completing tests and turning in work

And when the worst happens, he's often been

on time. As a last resort he went to see
Shucker, who quickly recognized the
signs of a learning disability.
The student was diagnosed
with attention deficit d isorder and,
with Shucker's help, began
receiving extra tutoring and
support. Shucker also talked
with the student's professors
and arranged for the young

the one who breaks the news to
parents. During one year
earlier this decade, four
students died.
At the time Shucker
wrote in Furman maga
zine, "The Furman bubble

does not exempt any of us from the ebb and flow

Pearman says. "One quote that I shared with

of everyday life. In trying to make sense of these

freshmen each year was what I heard Harry say

losses, we grope for answers. Yet the test of a

back then and have witnessed time and time

community is not whether it is protected from

again. Each fall, I began the academic year by

pain and loss, but how it responds when a tragedy

saying, 'A person of integrity does what is right

occurs without warning or reason."

even when no one else is looking."'
In reflecting on his years as a Furman

As Shucker says today, "I've seen a lot of
difficult situations - attempted suicides, deaths.

administrator, Shucker says that college students

You try to diffuse a lot of anger. Such highly

have always been optimistic and enthusiastic.

emotional experiences are just very exhausting

Today's generation, though, seems busier, more

for all involved."

focused and harder working than their parents.
However, they are also often overwhelmed by

Fortunately, they have been the exceptions
to Shucker's daily activities at Furman. In his

technology, peer pressure and parental expecta

book of memories, the opportunity to work

tions. He points out that less than a decade ago

with thousands of students and to help shape

the university employed two mental health

the Division of Student Services have been

counselors. Today Furman has three full-time
counselors, three part-time counselors, two

his greatest professional joys.

A

Since that time Shucker's staff has grown
from 40 to 54, and under his watch Furman
native of Pennsylvania and standout

established the offices of multicultural affairs

high school tennis player, Shucker chose

psychiatrists and a nutritionist.
Since announcing his plans to retire last
year, Shucker has been on a farewell tour of sorts

and leadership programs. In the late 1990s he

during which he's received a bevy of honors

to enroll at Furman over Duke, Vanderbilt and

oversaw the extensive expansion and renovation

and accolades. In addition to the Chiles-Harrill

the University of Virginia, in part because he

of the University Center - a building that had

Award, he was presented the 2006 Goldberg

could make an early contribution to the tennis

opened as Watkins Student Center his senior

Medal from the Senior Student Affairs Officers

program. He majored in history and was captain

year at Furman.

of the tennis team, company commander of

Now, as he prepares for retirement, his name

of the Associated Colleges of the South, the
group's highest honor for professionalism, dedi

will join those of other student services legends

cation and service leadership. The Southern

- Virginia Thomas, Marguerite Chiles, Ernest

Association for College Student Affairs, which

a tour in Vietnam. While stationed at a base

Harrill, Betty Alverson - who have made an

represents institutions in 15 states and the

20 miles from Saigon, he received a letter from

enduring impact on student life.

District of Columbia, awarded him its 2006

ROTC and class senator.
After graduating in 1966, Shucker served

Furman dean Francis W. Bonner explaining that
President Gordon W. Blackwell wanted to expand

Last spring, in fact, Shucker received the
Chiles-Harrill Award in recognition of his con

the admissions department and attract more

tributions to the lives of students. More than

students from outside South Carolina. Bonner

40 people submitted letters nominating him for

Melvene Draheim Hardee Award for his
contributions to student personnel work.
And at Furman's 2007 Commencement,
he received the Alester G. Furman, Jr., and Janie

offered Shucker the job of assistant director of

the award, and they came from all members of

Earle Furman Award for Meritorious Advising

admissions. His responsibilities would be to

the Furman family - alumni, students, faculty,

- yet another testament to his willingness

travel the Southeast and recruit students.

staff and parents.

to go the extra mile for students.

Shucker, who was dating Pam Burgess '69

Such a show of support indicates how

Although he is formally retiring from
student services, Shucker plans to hang around

(she would become his wife), accepted the offer

Shucker's caring, nurturing approach in both

- but never anticipated where it might lead.

his personal and professional relationships

campus for a while, serving as a consultant

"I had enjoyed Furman but had never considered

resonates with others. And all the letters

for the development office. He also looks

[higher education) as a career," he says. "The main

carried the same themes: This is a man

forward to traveling and devoting more time

attraction of the job was to be closer to Pam."

of honesty, integrity and stalwart character.

He quickly settled into university life and

"My first memory of Harry was his integrity

to his family and his church, First Baptist
of Greenville.
"Working here enabled me to make a career

moved up the administrative ladder, becoming

speech that he gave to Resident Assistants each

director of financial aid and then head of residen

year," says Si Pearman '87, a professor of health

that mirrored my theological reason for being,

tial living. Along the way he earned a master's

and exercise science at Furman.

which is to care for and be of service to others,"
he says. "I've been extremely fortunate to have

degree from the University of Georgia and an

"As assistant dean [from 2001-07) I was

Ed.D. from the University of South Carolina.

responsible for welcoming new students and

had these opportunities throughout my years

He was named vice president in 1985.

parents to Furman at our Orientation program,"

at Furman."
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